
1) Environmental Efficacy, Conservation and 

Efficiency.  Individually, measures must be effective 

in meeting their environmental goals and objectively 

assessed without financial conflicts of interests.  

Cumulatively, measures must meet the mandates of 

science and respond to the urgency of the climate 

change crisis. 

2) Justice.  Measures must be just, fair, and equita-

ble in furtherance of basic human rights to food, 

water, shelter, health care, education, energy, cul-

tures and sovereignty (as per the Universal Declara-

tion on Human Rights and other instruments.) 

3) Sustainability.  Measures must be holistic and 

responsibly steward all landscapes and biodiversity 

on behalf of future generations.  All public invest-

ments should prioritize sustainable long-term solu-

tions helping actualize proactive visions of a better 

world. 

In response to the climate change crisis, calls for 

worldwide emergency action, science-based tar-

gets, and for Climate Justice, we, organizations and 

individuals, offer support for the following pro-

posed real solutions to this alarming global catas-

trophe.  We recognize that the United States has 

been a major cause of and is a major obstacle to a 

global resolution of this climate crisis.  Thus, we 

offer these compilations of proposed measures, 

actions, and strategies as starting a conversation of 

what the U.S. should do from a Climate Justice 

perspective, inviting input and support from global 

allies.  We invite all to contribute their real solu-

tions to climate change, based upon the principles 

enumerated below, and to work with us to help 

build upon and enact an interactive path that re-

sponds collectively to what both science and jus-

tice require to avert climate catastrophe, and leads 

us towards an environmentally-sustainable long-

term vision of the future both locally and globally.   

 

No single proposed solution to climate change can 

fix the entire problem.  Campaigns are necessary 

on numerous fronts to address the various causes 

and inequitable impacts of climate change at the 

local, regional, national, and international levels.  

We do not attempt to prioritize these efforts. 

Rather, we 

agree to work 

together pro-

actively to 

realize the 

enactment of 

just, sustain-

able, and effica-

cious policies 

to avert the 

global warming 

crisis, and 

agree to mutu-

ally support 

each other’s 

work.  Our 

goal is to help 

provide and 

support spe-

cific legislative and non-legislative strategies, cam-

paigns, and networks – developing tactics that the 

U.S. must undertake – to ensure a just and effec-

tive resolution to the global problem of climate 

change.  We support the following legislative 

measures and non-legislative actions & strategies, 

separately and collectively, to help build upon the 

global movement towards climate justice. 
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EXECUT IVE  SUMMARY:  

International 

Obligations: 

• Establish U.S. commitment 

to rule of international law 

respecting historical 

emissions and differentiated  

responsibilities 
• Multilateral Climate Fund 

• Reject aid-conditionalities 

and policy impositions by 

World Bank and IMF 
• Mitigation & Adaptation 

plans 

Environmental  

Justice Protections: 

• Promote EJ, Indigenous and 

human rights 

• Address historic dispro-

portionate environmental 

impacts in low-income & 

communities of color 

• Polluters pay principle 

• Enable full, meaningful and 

democratic participation of 

all communities 

Regulations & Public Investments: 

Non-Legislative Actions & Strategies 

Legislative Measures 
Phase out fossil fuel use in electricity pro-
duction through financing half the cost of 
renewable generation, and by requiring all 
utilities meet a Double Renewable Stan-
dard.  That standard should be 75% solar and 
wind and 85%+ renewable by 2020.  Coal electric-
ity should be phased out by 2015, and all non-

renewable electricity by 2030.  

 

Reduce emissions in buildings 85% per cap-
ita by 2020 (over 75% in absolute terms) and 
to essentially zero by 2030 through a combi-
nation of public investment to pay the cost 
differences between clean and dirty proc-
esses within buildings, and regulations to 
require pollution reductions take place. Pub-
lic funding should be directed at efficiency im-
provements, promoting voluntary conservation, 
and local renewables. Building standards should 

regulate on a per capita basis.  

 

Reduce transport emissions in absolute 
terms by about 1/3 from 2008 levels by 
2020, 85% by 2030, and to essentially zero 
by 2040. Public funding includes both existing and 
new freight and passenger rail, preserving and 
improving existing bus transit, sidewalks, bike 
paths, broadband for all, and support for car and 
van pools. Regulations include strong efficiency 
standards for all new cars, and requiring electrifica-
tion of all new ground transport from 2020 for-
ward. They also include general rules setting maxi-
mum emissions per passenger mile for passenger 
transport and per ton mile for freight and strong 

rules for emissions from air and water travel. 

 

Cut industrial emissions in half by 2020, 85% 
by 2030, and to essentially zero by 2040 
through regulations. We can produce indirect 
savings by imposing warranty, end-of-life responsi-
bility and product lifespan requirements on manu-
facturers. Water pollution standards, toxin stan-
dards, solid waste standards, packaging standards, 
controls on embodied emissions in building con-
struction, and domestic and commercial waste 
reductions standards also indirectly reduce indus-
trial GHG emissions. We can directly save indus-
trial emissions through regulation of high GWP 
gases like hydrofluorocarbons and black carbon.  
We can set efficiency standards for boilers, motors 
and pumps and require substitution of renewable 

electricity for direct fueling as quickly as possible. 

 

Reduce GHG emissions from farms and 
forests through equitable ecosystem protection 
and restoration policies while enhancing biodiver-

sity and food quality. 

 

 

Carbon Fees on Fossil Fuels and Other 
Sources: Gradually phase in fees on all fossil 
fuels at the point where they first enter the 
economy, from the coal mine, the refinery or 
the well head.  Similar fees should be imposed 
on other sources of GHG’s proportional to their 
contribution to climate change, such as  
refrigerants.  Place fees in a Carbon Trust Fund. 
 
Green Checks: 100% of fees from the Carbon 
Trust Fund should be returned to the public in 
equal per-person monthly payments ("Green 
Checks") to insure that everyone can afford the 
energy they need.   
 
Making Clean Energy Cost-Competitive:  In 
order to stimulate investment in clean-energy 
technologies, carbon fees should be increased 
yearly within a known time frame (no more 
than 10 years for coal to lose its competitive 
advantage over clean-energy technologies).  
 
Incentives for Businesses to Conserve  
Energy & be Energy-Efficient: Carbon fees  
allow businesses to plan for a predictable increase  
in energy pricing and provide businesses with a 
powerful incentive to increase their energy- 
efficiency and reduce their carbon footprint in 
order to remain competitive. 
 
Border Adjustments: Carbon pricing will be  
implemented in such a way that when the U.S. 
reduces greenhouse gas pollution it will not be  
exported to other nations, especially not to  
those in the Global South. 

Direct Actions & Non-violent Strategies to 
block fossil fuel extraction and operations, 
keeping the “coal in the hole, the oil in the soil, 
and tar sands in the lands.”  No false, dangerous, 
or short-term solutions should be adopted, such 
as nuclear power, agro-fuels, offsetting, carbon 
capture and storage (CCS), biochar, geo-
engineering, carbon trading, biomass and waste 
incineration, “clean” coal, new natural gas power 
plants, large hydro-power plants, and all efforts to 

privatize and commodify “The Commons.”  
 

Create local energy sovereignty. 
 

Create and share “Green” wealth equita-

bly. 
 

Movement Fusion.  Your real climate solutions 

and strategies. 

Financing Sources: 

• End all subsidies for fossil 

fuels, biofuels, and nuclear  
• Financial Transaction Tax 

• “Pay-As-You-Save” financ-

ing, loans, and tax credits 

for efficiency & renewables 
• EE bonds to pay for electri-

fied rail 
• Re-direct transportation 

spending to mass transit 
• Re-direct military spending 

• Fund: long-term sustainable 

infrastructure projects, 

green job-training, and 

incentives to local & state 

governments to reduce 

GHG’s 

 

Carbon Pricing: 
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